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Mr. E. E. Bl a ok, Director 
Office of Ci vilian Defense 
Honolulu, T. H. 

Dea r Mr. Bl ack: 
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Because of t he vory erea t need f or addit i ona l worker s 
in the l ocal co:11..1uni t y , a s trenuous effort is beinB extended to 
osteblish appropri ate day care centers for chil dren of working 
or pot anti nlly v~orki ng mothers . 

Palama Pr eschool Unit 

As a part of its ne i ghborhood center program, ~a.l ama 
has recently opened a small pr eschool unit . It has been possible 
for uo to make avail able one of our buildings for this purpose 
whioh ho.o been r·enovated and satisfactorily equipped. \'/e have 
al so been fortunate in obtaining tho services of sevoral ex­
perienced teo.chei·□ , including Mi ss Cecilo Robbins , a graduate of 
Columbiu Uni versity , as director. Tho services of our Pal ~ma 
medical and d~ntal departm0nts have been fully ut ili zed. The 
medical depar tment suppl ies the medica l examination to all child­
r en at the opening of the term and continues to s upply daily 
nurs i ng care in order t h~t the spread of communicnbl e di s eases 
may be elimi nated . Our dental depa rtment has made a compl ete 
i ns pection of al l children ' s teeth end i s porformi ns the neces­
sary denta l work on those who arc eli gibl e for our ser vice. The 
children who are i neligible are referr ed to t lle ir f amil y dentists 
for troetmcnt . 

Because of the well trained tea ching personnel and 
avail able nurs ing , medica l and dental services , those who a re 
workins with the day caro pr ogr um are utilizint) Pal ama f a cilities 
as a teacher training and deu~nstr ation center. Because of our 
limited space, however , only tw0nty- five children ar e bei ng cared 
for at the present ~ime . Our program has been visit ed on t wo 
occasions by Benjamin o. \!1st, Dean of the Toaohor s College, 
University of Hawaii, and Chairman of the Day Care Committee . 
After hi s l ast visit t o Pal ama we arc i n receipt of a l ett er from 
him from which we quote in part . 

tt------let me et a t e-----that the Day Care Committee of 
the Council of Socia l Agencies i s more than pl eased wi th the f a ct 
that Pal ama ~ettlement has established a pr eschool center and that 
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all evidence pointo to a high s t andard of work bei ng mai nt ained. 
It would , howevor , be splendi d i f you could expwid and exte nd 
your services- - ----·• You do not, in my opini on, ser ve as l ar ge 
a proportion of pr eschool ago children in your vicini ty as you 
should------ -• You are f urther saore r est ricti ng your potent iRl 
ser vi ces for not caring f or t wo year ol d children- - ---- -. A six 
days a week ·with sehool f r om 8 A. M. to 5 P. M. would be most 
des i rabl e and I am cer t a in \' ould r.reut 4y hol p s upply needed 
women worker s . " 

~tional Duildi:PGS Needed 

The above quotat i on not only indica t es the quolity of 
v or k conducted at Pal ama but indi cates as well the i mportant 
conmunity need for more chi l d care centers . Pal uma i s prepa r ed 
to expand these servi ces i n every respect but one. , e do not 
ha ve adequa te i ndoor space t o house additiona l children . Even if 
our budget woul d allow conn t r uction f or thi s purpose i t would 
likel y be i mpossibl e for o ci vilian organizaton to purchase t he 
necessary raaterials cmcl s uppl i es . 

May we respectfully request thnt t he Offio e of Civi lian 
Defense erect a building on the Pal ama grounds adjacent t o the 1 

pr esent preschool unit whioh wot1ld al low the expansion of the 
Pa l ama pr eschool and day care proeram. Such a buil ding could well 
do double duty, we believe , by becorilinc an ,vacuotion or a l ost 
children ' s center in case of an emer genc y. The prosont preschool 
building has a w~ll equipped l~i t chen und could provide feed i ng 
facilities f or 11.arge numbers of evacuees in case of o.n emer gency . 
Pal Hma al s o keeps u stock of emeraenoy food on hand a t nl l times 
for s uch purposes. 

Pnlama woul d be pr epared t o eupply all othot,efac i i i t i es 
except t he buil<..ling for the dayoure center. Vle v:oul d respon­
sibl e f or providing the teachers , cooks and att ondance , as wel l 
as the necessary equipment. 

\1e believe the Ol~ditiona l building would provide not 
only additional da y care facilities for t his community but woul d 
a l s o a <.id t o the exi sting l3m8rBency f'uci l ities in this dist r i ct . 

Att ached is a t entative plan for t he pr oposed Pal ama 
preschool unit \1hich has been approved by the buildi ng opmni ttee 
of Pal ama Settl ement and the Honolulu City and County Duilding, 
Depar t ment. 

'l'RR: j sd 

Sinc erely yours, 

Theodor e R. Rhea 
Di rector 


